FINNISH NETWORK FOR
LANGUAGE EDUCATION POLICIES

NETWORK FOR LANGUAGE
EDUCATION POLICIES

The Network brings together actors
in the field of language education
policy, raises awareness of the multi-
dimensionality of language educa-
tion, and influences decision-making
about language education in Finland.

The Network is funded by the Minis-
try of Education and Culture, and it is
coordinated by the Centre for Ap-
plied Language Studies, University of
Jyvaskyla.

THE NETWORK

The Network for Language Education Poli-
cies is an open forum for all who are inter-
ested in languages and language educa-
tion. The network encourages discussion
about language learning and teaching, the
role of languages in society, language as-
sessment, and languages in working life.
Everyone is welcome to take part in this
discussion as languages are an integral part
of our everyday lives.

The Network brings together actors in the
field of language education policy, organis-
es events, promotes research and educa-
tion in the field, and influences decision-
making about language education in Fin-
land. Since language education policy is not
merely a national issue, the network also
seeks international contacts and experienc-
es.

NETWORK MISSION

Language is essential to all societal func-
tions.

In language education, mother tongues,
second languages and foreign languages
are taken into consideration without
setting them against each other.
Language education includes informal,
nonformal and formal learning. These
forms are all recognized, acknowledged
and made use of.

NETWORK FUNCTIONS
The network has four main functions:
1) To influence decision-making about lan-

guage education policies

2) To spread information on current issues
in language education

3) To carry out research related to lan-
guage education policies

4) To give lectures and in-service training
on language education policies

CURRENT ACTIVITIES

The network organises a Language Parlia-
ment, convening yearly to bring together
various interest groups in language educa-
tion. A position statement is issued as a re-
sult of the discussions in the Parliament.

The objective is to provide visibility to the
field.

The network maintains a web portal with
news and current issues on language edu-
cation. The portal also includes e.g. infor-
mation about network events, materials
produced by the network, and databases.
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KIELI, KOULUTUS JA YHTEISKUNTA -
LANGUAGE, EDUCATION AND SOCIETY

The network publishes a freely available
web journal called Kieli, koulutus ja
yhteiskunta (Language, Education and Soci-
ety) for short articles on research results
and teaching experiments, interviews, poli-
cy columns etc.; see
www.kieliverkosto.fi/journal.
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Kielikoulutuspolitiikan verkosto on

laajapohjainen, monialainen verkosto, Kieliverkoston kannanotto "Elinikdisen

. . ! kielenoppimisen avaimet” — "Nycklar till

joka tuo yhteen kielikoulutuksen Sl qmo o ns

e e e e livsl: prakinlirning” julkai:

toimijoita, lisdi tietoisuutta

kielikoulutuksen moniulotteisuudesta ja Ruotsin kielen opetuksen kehittimisti

vaikuttaa kielikoulutuspolitiikkaa pohtineen tyéryhman raportti julkaistu

koskeviin padtoksiin. Kieliverkosto 7.5.2012

kehittdd myos kansallista ja

kansainvilistd tutkimusyhteisty6ti. Yanzu- h nldkeen arviointiseminaari 22.5
Helsingiss =

Jyviskylin yliopiston Soveltavan

Lielentutkimulksen ke skus (SOLKI) PISA 2009 -raportti julkaistu 11.4.2012 Jakyser

koordi etus- ja kulttuuriministeris

-h ::;Ol P ko uriministerin Kielikoulutuspolitiikan verkoston

rahoittamaa verkostoa vuosina lausunto tuntijakoesityksesti

2009-2012. Kieliverkoston RS5-syotteet -
Tilannekatsaus romanioppilaiden Veralahden it mkeleia
perusopetuksesta 2010-2011 julkaistu

15.3.2012

Frontpage of Web Portal
Finnish Network for Language Education Policies

ANNUAL THEMES

The network’s goals and mission are put in-
to practice with the help of annual themes.
The first two themes were multilingualism
(2010), and language and communication
skills in working life (2011). The theme in
2012 is teacher training, and in 2013 mi-
norities.

The Language Parliament is the main event
of the theme year. Also other network
functions concentrate around topics relat-
ed to the annual theme.
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Visual notes from the Language Parliament 2012
by Linda Saukko-Rauta

CONTACTS

Centre for Applied Language Studies,
University of Jyvaskyla, Finland

Research coordinator,
Teija Kangasvieri,
+358.40.8053.017, teija.kangasvieri@jyu.fi

Leader of the Network,

Senior researcher Sari Poyhonen,
+358.400.248.057, sari.h.poyhonen@jyu.fi
Chair of the steering group,

Professor Tarja Nikula,

+358.40.5565.877, tarja.nikula@jyu.fi

www.kieliverkosto.fi/en

kieliverkosto@jyu.fi
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